[Control of tumor-related angiogenesis].
Tumor-related angiogenes is expected to become an important target for improving treatment of cancer, because it plays key roles in tumor growth, invasion and metastasis. We considered that the successful development of such angiostatic treatment depended entirely upon the development of useful anti-angiogenic agents, and attempted to find novel angiogenesis inhibitors by using three in vivo assays, based on an idea of ours. As a result we have demonstrated that different types of agents with low molecular weight including microbial metabolites, cell differentiation modulators like retinoids and steroids, exhibit anti-angiogenic activity, anti-metastatic activity and/or antitumor activity. Taken these findings, an ideal anti-angiogenic agent is discussed.